Indeed, in 1836 the Order's dissolution and reorganisation was compelled following widespread rumours that it planned to replace King William IV with his brother, the Duke of Cumberland, the titular head of the Orange organisation. Yet reorganisation did little to reduce the disorder associated with Orangeism. On 12 July 1849, a particularly vicious riot between Orangemen and Catholics at Dolly's Brae, near Magheramayo, County Down, resulted in the deaths of 30 Catholics. This incident naturally caused great alarm, and especially as the Earl of Roden, one of the most influential Conservative landlords in Ulster, was associated with Orange demonstrations that were held before the conflict erupted. The violence at Dolly's Brae provoked anti-procession legislation in 1850, in the form of the Party Processions Act.
Orangemen led by William Johnston of Ballykilbeg, County Down, succeeded in forcing the repeal of the legislation in 1872, but its repeal did not signal a rapprochement between the state and the Order.
1 By this time, there was little to be gained in the wider British context for any government through a close association with Orangeism. By the last decades of the nineteenth century, analogous celebrations in Britain to those of the Orange Order -such as 5 November when an effigy of Guy Fawkes was burned -were losing their anti-Catholic dimensions, while public processions and meetings in general were becoming more controlled, disciplined and free from disorder.
2 In this context, the frequent association between Orange processions and disorder in Ulster came to be viewed with increasing distaste.
Of course, it was not the case that violence attended all, or the majority, of Orange processions, or political processions in general. A parliamentary inquiry into the connection between parades and violence over the period 1872-80 identified an association in only a minority of cases. Of 976 Orange and Orange-related processions, only 40 suffered 'molestation'. The same was generally true of nationalist and Catholic processions. But what was significant as a pointer to developments in the 1880s was that while 703 nationalist/Catholic processions took place, significantly fewer than the Orange-related number (86) over twice as many experienced 'molestation'. The 1880s were very different politically from the 1870s. These were years of acute political crisis, with the land war of 1879-82 providing the basis for the development of a mass nationalist movement under the leadership of Charles Stewart Parnell seeming to threaten the Union; and as the movement sought to make headway in Ulster it stimulated a sectarian response that greatly complicated the role of
